This account of a symposium, organized (on an unstated date) by pediatricians and medical advisers to drug firms, is better than many of its kind. Everyone tempted to embark on a clinical trial in children should read the excellent discussion by Dr W A R Thomson. There follow accounts of some growing points in pharmaceutics: placental transfer, drug interaction, immunization, cytotoxic therapy and the effect of drugs on the nervous system. The standard is naturally uneven, but the best is very good. The book should find a place in all large hospital libraries.
T H HUGHES-DAVIES Fundamentals ofClinical Hematology by Byrd S Leavell MD and Oscar A Thorup jr MD 3rded ppxiv+659 illustrated £7.65 Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1971 The authors have achieved their stated aim of producing a 'concise yet comprehensive volume on clinical hematology', although it is time they dropped the gratuitous adjective 'clinical'. They have improved the third edition of this textbook by omitting the unnecessary section on technical methods and expanding the rest of the text.
In each chapter a description of basic physiological and pathological mechanisms provides a firm scientific basis for the clinical and laboratory findings which follow. The management of hematological problems is further illustrated by well chosen case histories and these add considerably to the interest and value of the book. The standard of most of the chapters is uniformly high. Inevitably in a book of this size some diseases receive only brief mention but all the common hmmatological conditions are discussed at length. The section on leukmmia is better than in previous editions but it is still uneven, and treatment of the leukiemias, while up to date, remains muddled. Throughout the text reference is made to an accompanying set of 289 transparencies. These are not included in the price of the book and the publishers could not provide any sample slides; this review therefore cannot comment on their appropriateness and quality, but it seems an excellent idea.
This book is very well produced, the layout is attractive, the illustrations good and the bibliography extensive. Although more expensive than some other comparable textbooks, it is reasonably cheap by current standards. It can be recommended to both undergraduates and postgraduates interested in hmematology. MICHAEL These valuable changes have widened the scope of the work and further increased its usefulness though it is still not a formal textbook but is accurately described by its title. The original character of the work remains unchanged with its very readable intermingling of the theoretical and practical aspects of the subject, while the editors' aim that all should be relevant to clinical practice has been achieved.
Well produced and bound and with over 2000 references, this new edition remains excellent value at less than lp per page. It should further enhance the reputation of a book which must continue to be essential reading for all aspiring anwsthetistsand for their teachers. London: Clarendon Press, Oxford University Press 1972 Dr Cooke has splendidly matched the scholarship and clarity of presentation that distinguished Sir George Clark's first two volumes of this history. The period covered, from the 1858 Medical Act to the start of the National Health Service in 1948, is one of momentous change. The vastly increasing resources of medicine and the public demand for better doctors and better medical care involved government, university and College. How the College succeeded and failed to ride these many tigers is brought out by Dr Cooke in a well documented and very fair-minded account. He is no apologist for the College; he sees it warts and all. Consequently he has written an account that is most readable by all physicians and of great value to the social historian. The text is backed up by 70 pages of appendix which should be a goldmine for the scholar. The wry anecdote is there to spice the institution with personalities. All in all, it is a fascinating book for all who are interested to see the men that make and mar institutions. This satisfactory little book achieves its target of providing the obstetric house-surgeon, pediatric house-physician, midwife and medical student, all presumed to have no previous pediatric experience, with readily accessible information on the problems and management of the neonate. Of similar size but more readable than a vademecum, the text is well set out with a chapter devoted to each of the commonly presenting symptoms. To help the pediatric tyro, the authors have been deliberately dogmatic. Thereby, certain of their assertions are open to argument; but the advice proffered is clear and concise, erring, if anything, on the conservative side. Not the least valuable are the excellent tables; especially on the incidence of congenital abnormalities, prepared under the advice of Dr C 0 Carter. This should
